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Mr. Morris,
Attached is a letter from the Pristine Trust regarding the USEPA Oversight Billing Costs that we
received in January 2018.
If you have any questions, please contact me or one of the Trustees on the letterhead.
Thank you,
Martha Farr
Pristine Trustee

mailto:morris.james@epa.gov
mailto:linnear.david@epa.gov
mailto:short.thomas@epa.gov
mailto:trusteerlp@gmail.com
mailto:pdewan@cinci.rr.com
mailto:SHaughey@fbtlaw.com



PRISTINE FACILITY TRUST FUND


TRUSTEES


Martha J. Farr
7916 Shell dale Way


Cincinnati, OH 45242
Phone (513)792-9323


farrs@fuse.net


Ronald L. Pitzer
132 Charing Cross Ct.
Noblesville, IN 46060
Phone (317) 435-3015
trusteerlp@gmail.com


Margaret W. Dewan
3748 Earls Court View


Cincinnati,OH 45226-1968
Phone (513) 871-5208
pdewan@cinci.rr.com


Via email and Regular Mail


March 7,2018


Mr. James Morris, Associate Regional Counsel
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
77 West Jackson Blvd - C-14J
Chicago, IL 60604


Dear Mr. Morris:


On January 22,2018, the Pristine Trust received U.S. EPA's invoice for oversight costs of $87,440.68,
which covered the period November 24,2016 through November 23,2017. A portion ofthis invoice
included some work performed by the outside consulting firm, S.S. Papadopulos & Associates (SSPA).
The direct and indirect cost charged to the Pristine Trust associated with this firm's work totaled
$8,999.70, more than 10% of the Agency's oversight costs for the entire year.


Importantly, the Pristine Trust was not notified about the hiring of SSPA by U.S. EPA to perform
studies regarding the site. The Pristine Trust did not have an opportunity to discuss the Agency's
decision to hire SSPA, or to comment on the proposed contract between U.S. EPA and SSPA. The
Trust believes that U.S. EPA was required to provide such notice and opportunity under the National
Contingency Plan, 40 CFR Part 300.


The Pristine Trust discovered that U.S. EPA intended to hire SSPA solely through a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request. If we had not submitted the FOIA request, we would not have
learned thatthe U.S. EPA had decided to spend approximately $90,000 for a study for a site that has
been in active remediation more than 30 years.


After learning of the Agency's action, the Trust sent an email to Cheryl Newton (copied to David
Linnear, the Remedial Project Manager) on October 27,2017, questioning the need to hire an outside
consultant to study groundwater at a site more than 20 years into its groundwater remediation program,
and to duplicate groundwater-related modeling and data review that was already completed by the
Trust's consultants, and independently reviewed by the Agency's technical staff. We did not receive a
response to our email.







In the course of the 5-year MNA Pilot Study performed at the site, U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA both
provided technical oversight and comments on a regular basis. At no time did the Agencies' staffs
indicate that they were not qualified to see the study through to completion, including reviewing and
commenting on the updated MNA report submitted by the Trust in April 2017.


According to the U.S. EPA documents, the quote for the SSPA work is $89,050. If this amount and
the 58.49% indirect costs are passed onto the Pristine Trust, the Trust will be billed a total of
$141,153.34 for work that we believe is duplicative and unnecessary. That figure would be
substantially more than the average annual oversight cost of $30,000 billed to the Trust for each of the
past five years.


For these reasons, the Pristine Trust disputes the portion of U.S. EPA's 2017 oversight costs associated
with the SSPA work. Therefore, the Trust will be submitting a payment of $78,440.98 for the January
2018 invoice.


Without an explanation (1) why SSPA's work is necessary at this stage ofthe MNA study, and (2) how
SSPA's work is not duplicative of the technical oversight already provided by the Agency's own staff,
the Pristine Trust will also dispute U.S. EPA's future oversight invoices for work performed by SSPA.


Thank you, --7
~~jJ.~
Martha J. Farr
Pristine Trustee


Cc: David Linnear, U.S. EPA
Tom Short, U.S. EPA
Pristine Trustees
Steve Haughey, Frost Brown Todd, LLC






